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Thirty years worth of data, representing the phenomenal explosion of qualitative scholarship since
publication of the bicentennial edition, as well as expanded and revised entries, have been added to this
standard history reference for quantitative information. Although production of an updated edition was
not a priority for the US Census Bureau, it authorized this edition, which represents the collaboration of
over 80 scholars. Chapters are subdivided within each of the five volumes. In volume 2, Work and
Welfare, for example, categories include labor; slavery; education; health; economic inequality and
poverty; social insurance and public assistance; and nonprofit, voluntary, and religious entities. More
than a dozen new subject areas--including American Indians, poverty, slavery, race, and ethnicity--
increase the millennial edition's relevance to the diverse interests of today's scholars.

Each chapter includes an introductory essay about the quantitative history of the subject as well as a
guide to the sources. The three appendixes are "Weights, Measurements, and Monetary Values,"
"States and Census Regions," and "Origin of Historical Statistics of the United States." Data included
from previous editions are not identified as such. Also, data series from previous editions were revised
in this edition. The editors suggest that researchers use this edition's data rather than that of previous
editions, which may be unreliable or obsolescent. Further, data series do not indicate end dates, but
reflect the most current information available at the time of compilation. This resource is available
electronically via Cambridge University Press, with data accessible for charting, statistical analysis, and
regrouping across tables. The malleability of data in electronic form promises to enhance the efforts of
scholars and students.
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