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BAD 
SCHOLARSHIP

Dr. Wendy Doucette
ETSU Sherrod Library
Fall 2018



“
Scholarship is a conversation.”  

(2016 ACRL Framework for Information Literacy 
in Higher Education)

2



How does 
“bad 
scholarship” 
happen?
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TENURE TIME

MONEY POSITION

PRESSURE



THE QUESTION OF 
AUTHORSHIP
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https://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5706#T1 (Part 1)

https://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5706#T1
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https://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5706#T1 (Part 2)

https://www.bmj.com/content/359/bmj.j5706#T1
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http://www.openculture.com/2017/07/when-a-c
at-co-authored-a-paper-in-a-leading-physics-jo
urnal-1975.html

Louis (not an author), son of Dr. Doucette



SECRECY & FIRSTS
Because that’s how the system works
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http://www
.slate.com/
articles/tec
hnology/fut
ure_tense/
2017/04/w
e_need_a
_github_fo
r_academi
c_researc
h.html
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http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/02/missing-data-hinder-replicati
on-artificial-intelligence-studies

[...]
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http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/02/still-working-astron
omers-explain-why-they-don-t-publish
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https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-017-08404-0#correction-0
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[...]

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/healthtrending/controversial-sugar-industry
-study-on-cancer-uncovered/ar-BBFsdnd?li=BBnb7Kz&ocid=mailsignout



FRAUD
Deliberate academic crime
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/for-sale-your-name-here-in-a-prestigious-science-journal/
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http://blogs.dis
covermagazin
e.com/neurosk
eptic/2017/07/
22/predatory-j
ournals-star-w
ars-sting/#.WX
epIdMrLBL
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https://io9.giz
modo.com/i-fo
oled-millions-i
nto-thinking-ch
ocolate-helps-
weight-170725
1800
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[...]

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Fake-Peer-Reviews-the-Lates
t/134784
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“This time the fake research aims at 
mocking weak vetting of articles on 
hot-button social issues such as 
gender, race and sexuality.

The authors, writing under 
pseudonyms, intended to prove that 
academics in these fields are ready 
to embrace any thesis, no matter 
how outrageous, so long as it 
contributes to denouncing 
domination by white men.”

Read more at: 
https://phys.org/news/2018-10-real-f
ake-hoodwinks-journals.html#jCp

https://phys.org/news/2018-10-real-fake-hoodwinks-journals.html#jCp
https://phys.org/news/2018-10-real-fake-hoodwinks-journals.html#jCp
https://phys.org/news/2018-10-real-fake-hoodwinks-journals.html#jCp


I love my 
baby too 
much to risk 
vaccinating it.
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https://pixabay.com/en/baby-rose
s-girl-1262817/



21

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2010/feb/02/la
ncet-retracts-mmr-paper
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REPLICATION & 
OVERSIGHT
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https://www.chronicle.com/article/Law-Professor-s-New-Book/242068?cid=trend_right_a



25

[...]

https://www.thecut.com/2017/04/amy-cuddy-death-thre
ats.html?mid=facebook_scienceofus
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http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/future_tense/2017/0
4/the_impostor_cell_line_that_set_back_breast_cancer_rese
arch.html
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Untold money wasted
+

human lives lost
+

MILLIONS of animal 
lives lost

___________________
= BAD SCHOLARSHIP
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https://phys.org/news/2018-0
9-fall-scientists-ethics-gap.ht
ml#nRlv
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The scariest 
thing you’ll see 
this October:  
real-life 
consequences



A CASE STUDY
Let’s take a closer look at this one

30
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https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/26/651849441/cornell-food-researchers-downfall-raises-larger-questions-for-science
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/26/651849441/cornell-food-researchers-downfall-raises-larger-questions-for-science
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/26/651849441/cornell-food-researchers-downfall-raises-larger-questions-for-science
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/26/651849441/cornell-food-researchers-downfall-raises-larger-questions-for-science
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The problem with wanting to be famous...
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RETRACTIONS
When the mistake becomes evident
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Riegelman, A., & Bakker, C. (2018). Understanding the complexities of retractions: Recommended 
resources. College & Research Libraries News, 79(1), 38. doi:https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.79.1.38

“A retraction represents a status change of a publication in the scholarly literature. Other examples of 
status changes include correction or erratum. A retraction could be initiated by many parties, including 
authors, institutions, or journal editors. The U.S. National Library of Medicine annually reports on the 
number of retracted publications indexed within PubMed. While the overall rate of retractions is still 
very small, retractions have increased considerably in the last decade from 97 retracted articles in 
2006 to 664 in 2016” (38).

● Honest error
● Research misconduct / questionable research
● Personal libraries (Mendeley, Endnote)

Sample article: “Science Isn’t Broken: It’s Just a Hell of a Lot Harder Than We Give It Credit For”

 

https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.79.1.38
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Tools to identify retractions:
CrossMark:  www.crossref.org/crossmark

Open Retractions:  http://openretractions.com

Retraction Watch (Center for Scientific Integrity):  www.retractionwatch.com and 
http://retractiondatabase.org  

U.S. Department of Health Office of Research Integrity (ORI) Case Summaries:  
https://ori.hhs.gov/case_summary  

EQUATOR (Enhancing the Quality and Transparency of Health Research) Network: 
http://www.equator-network.org

PubMed Commons (NLM Center for Biotechnology Information): 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedcommons

http://www.crossref.org/crossmark/
http://openretractions.com/
http://www.retractionwatch.com
http://retractiondatabase.org/
https://ori.hhs.gov/case_summary
http://www.equator-network.org
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedcommons/
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Guidelines and best practices 

Center for Open Science: Guidelines for Transparency and Openness Promotion 
in Journal Policies and Practices

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors: Recommendations on 
Publishing and Editorial Issues

Committee on Publication Ethics: Retraction Guidelines

PubPeer (crowdsourced peer review):  www.pubpeer.com 

http://www.pubpeer.com
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https://retractionwatch.com/
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Trustworthy places
http://www.pewinternet.org

http://www.pewresearch.org

Climatefeedback.org:  “Climate Feedback is a worldwide network of scientists sorting fact from fiction 
in climate change media coverage. Our goal is to help readers know which news to trust.”

https://climatefeedback.org/About/  

“Each of our reviewers holds a Ph.D. and has recently published articles in top-tier 
peer-reviewed science journals. They are asked to conform to high quality community standards 
to contribute to our analyses.

● Meet our team and advisors
● Meet our reviewers
● Read our community standards”

http://www.pewinternet.org/
http://www.pewresearch.org/
https://climatefeedback.org/About/
https://climatefeedback.org/for-scientists/#ref
https://climatefeedback.org/team-advisors-contributors/
https://climatefeedback.org/community/
https://climatefeedback.org/community-standards/


POSSIBLE POINTS 
OF LIGHT
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“Now a group of 72 prominent 
statisticians, psychologists, 
economists, sociologists, 
political scientists, biomedical 
researchers, and others want 
to disrupt the status quo. A 
forthcoming paper [...] argues 
that results should only be 
deemed “statistically 
significant” if they pass a 
higher threshold.”

https://www.vox.com/science-and-healt
h/2017/7/31/16021654/p-values-statisti
cal-significance-redefine-0005

https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/mky9j/?_ga=2.29887741.370827084.1500902659-399963933.1500902659
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/mky9j/?_ga=2.29887741.370827084.1500902659-399963933.1500902659
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http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/07/
new-legislation-protect-right-research/
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https://www.congress.gov/bil
l/115th-congress/house-bill/3
427
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http://www.sciencemag.org/



48

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/02/romance-gone-bad-v
alentine-s-day-program-examines-biomedical-researcher-s-igno
ble-lies
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https://osf.io/ezcuj/
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https://cos.io/
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http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/21/most-americans-get-t
heir-science-news-from-general-outlets-but-many-doubt-their-accuracy/



52
https://callingbullshit.org/
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Further
Reading

Riegelman, A., & Bakker, C. (2018). Understanding 
the complexities of retractions: Recommended 
resources. College & Research Libraries News, 79(1), 
38. doi:https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.79.1.38

https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.79.1.38


Thank you very much 
for your time
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If you have questions or comments 

about this presentation, 

please contact me:

doucettew@etsu.edu



Technical 
Credits

Special thanks to all the people who 
made and released these awesome 
resources for free.
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▪ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival

▪ Photographs by Unsplash

▪ Learn more about slidedocs at duarte.com/slidedocs

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/
http://www.duarte.com/slidedocs/
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