East Tennessee State University

Digital Commons @ East Tennessee State University

ETSU Faculty Works Faculty Works

2010

Expectations and Experiences of African American Students at
Two Predominantly White Universities in Southern Appalachia

Brenda W. Wright
East Tennessee State University

Don Good
East Tennessee State University, gooddw@etsu.edu

Jim Lampley
East Tennessee State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-works

b Part of the Higher Education Commons

Citation Information

Wright, Brenda W.; Good, Don; and Lampley, Jim. 2010. Expectations and Experiences of African American
Students at Two Predominantly White Universities in Southern Appalachia. Proceedings of the Joint
Meeting of the Academic Business World International Conference & International Conference on
Learning and Administration in Higher Education, Nashville, TN. 153.

This Conference Proceeding is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Works at Digital Commons
@ East Tennessee State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in ETSU Faculty Works by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons @ East Tennessee State University. For more information, please contact
digilib@etsu.edu.


https://dc.etsu.edu/
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-works
https://dc.etsu.edu/faculty-works
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-works?utm_source=dc.etsu.edu%2Fetsu-works%2F3042&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1245?utm_source=dc.etsu.edu%2Fetsu-works%2F3042&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digilib@etsu.edu

Expectations and Experiences of African American Students at Two
Predominantly White Universities in Southern Appalachia

Copyright Statement

This document was published with permission from the publisher. It was originally published in the
Proceedings of the Joint Meeting of th Academic Business World International Conference and
International Conference on Learning and Administration in Higher Education.

This conference proceeding is available at Digital Commons @ East Tennessee State University: https://dc.etsu.edu/
etsu-works/3042


http://abwic.org/
http://iclahe.org/
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-works/3042
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-works/3042

Academic Business World International Conference International Conference on Learning and Administration

Expectations and Experiences of
African American Students at
Two Predominantly White Universities in
Southern Appalachia

Brenda White Wright
East Tennessee State University

Johnson City, Tennessee

Don Good
East Tennessee State University

Johnson City, Tennessee

Jim Lampley
East Tennessee State University
Johnson City, Tennessee

ABSTRACT

This study addressed the academic, cultural, and social expectations and experiences of 20
African American juniors and seniors at two predominantly White universities in the Southern
Appalachian region of the United States. The participants described experiences revealed how
institutional practices promoted or obstructed their persistence to graduation.

Findings indicated a dissonance between the students' academic, cultural, and social
expectations and experiences primarily caused by unanticipated racist experiencesin the
classrooms, on the campuses, and in the campus communities-at-large. Positive relationships
with administrators, faculty members, and staff emerged as the most significant contributors to
the students' capability to safely and successfully navigate academic, social, and cultural
pathways leading to graduation. Recommendations based on the results of the study are
provided for university administrators, faculty, and staff who are committed to improving the
college experience and persistence to graduation rates for students of color matriculating at
predominantly White universities.
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