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Lisa Alther Presents
Her Appalachia Novel

Friday, February 24
at 7 p.m.

Author Lisa Alther
reads from her sixth
novel. Washed in che
Hiood, a umique 3-part,
mul-generanonal ale
set in the melting pot
of Appalschia. Alther, originally from
Kingsport, Tennessee, aims to “por-
tray the human realiry behind culrural
stercorypes, particularty those regarding
women.” Her previous five novels have
been enormously popular. being mrans-
lated into dozens of
langnaagres. She brings
1o her stores a love
af the mountaing, a
keen sense of whar it
means to be human,
the pull of romance,

and plenty of humor.
www. lisaalther.com

Lisa Alther
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P Lisa Alcher readiing and
booksigning. Fraday, February
M ar 7 p.am. Malaprop's
BookstoreATa8, 55 Hayvwood
Sereer, downrcown Asheville, For more
dezals please call {828) 254-6734.

s

DO TELL STORYFEST

N ationally renowmed storytelling per-
l‘\ formers David Novak, Michael Reno

4 Harrell, and Gwenda Ledbetter, and
a host of regional MU Gvonites perfonm
February 11-12 at the Flat Bock Play House,
125 Main Sireet, downtown Hendersomn-
wille, NC.

(17 L (HER Adrmission: Sacurday affermoon
Showease, $12; Sacurday evening Michae!
Remo Harrell Concere. $12 Sunday
afternoon Abraham Lincoln Birchday
Celebragon, 38, Advance cickers available
from FRPH Box Office (828) o93-0471,
For more details cafl (S28) 3880247, Full
schedule at www.dotellfescival org.

poetry & poets

in Avgzust 1927 by
the Carter Fammily,
the above lyrics (and
their accompanying,
memarably hilting
mielody) have moved
millions of people
worldwide.

Adapred from

the traditional Scor-

Chors:

I I prove false 1o thee

I'my a-going away for a while,
Bt Il perurn o you sometime
If T go ten thowsand miles

The storms are on the ocean

The heavens may cease to be,
Ths world may lose 1= motion, love

The Bristol Sessions:

A MEMORABLE MARRIAGE OF TRADITION AND TECHNOLOGY

ranscribed

from a “The Storms Are on the Ocean” | oy Teo Ouson

tirme- 7 .
se: ,

1’:‘:’:;’;‘3{ I a-going away for 1o leave you love Hmﬂ":;f I;:;r:_;"?

also recorded sev-
enteen other music
acts, mcluding such
stabwarts of old-time
COUnLTY music a5
Ernest Stoneman,
Blind Alfred Reed,
Henry Whitrer.
Ernest Phipps, and
Alfred G. Karmes.

tish ballad “The Lass

of Loch Royale,” “The Storms Are on the
Ocean”™ was A P, Carter’s effort to craft

a commerctally viable, compact composi-
tion that would fit onto a 7H-rpm record.
When that recording was made in Bristol,
Tennessee — on Monday evening, Auust
1, 1927 — the Carters (A P, his wile Sara,
and Sara’s consin Maybelle) were unknown
outside of their rural Scoit Counry, Vir-
INa, COMIMUNItY.

“The Storms Are on the Ocean”™ was
recorded 3 few bours after the rio had
successfully andioned for Victor Records”
producer Ralph Peer, who had setupa
temporary stidio m Bristel for the purpose
of locaring and recording some of Appa-
lachia’s music talent. The recordings the
Carter Famitly made in Bristol earmed them a
contract with Victor and ultimately lunched
them o fme a5 the wmortal “Fust Family
of Country Music.”

Another soon-to-be-famouns music act
thar caught Peer's ear in Bristol that same
week was hmmie Rodgers. Arrvvang from
Asheville, where during early 1927 he had
been performing on rado station WWHNC,
Meridian, Mississippi-native Rodgers
made his first recordings in Bristol, Those
records were a bit tentative (though the
yodeling on “Sleep Baby Sleep” was unierly
distinctive ), yet Rodgers’ obvious potential
led Peer to offer the TB-aflicred perform-
er a contrzct with Victor, launching “the
Father of Country Music™ on his shor-
lived yet legendary career.

1 on THE SPIRITUAL B et
ENERGIES
or CEREMONY

s Crlebrated Autoe Psychic Medium

Marilo Moore
sl A Book of Ceremonies and

Sat, Maich 74, 530 am- 500 pm
Ashewlle, NC

T dtm e e et By g, LB

Www.marijomoore.com
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Experiencing com-
mercial success with the recordings and
management contracts he had generaved
in Bristol that summer. Peer returmed
thie next year 1o that cty on the Tennes-
see-Virginia border to make additional
recordings by Stoneman, Phipps. Karnes,
and other musicians.

The “field reconding sessiomn™ Peer
conducted in Bristol during 1927 and 1928,
known collectively as the Bristol Sessons,
became legendary for having influenced the
emergence of modemn country music and
fior inspiring 3 range of musicians working
1 such genres a5 Amencana, alt-country,
bluegrass, and rock.

Johmny Cash once referred o the
Bristol Sessions as “the smgle most impor-
tant event in the history of country music.”
Whynton Marsahs saud in a recent intervaew:
“1 can’t tell you how many times I've sog-
gested to mustoans to get “The Brstol Ses-
sions” — Anglo-Amencan olk music. It a
lot of different types of music: Appalachian,
country, hillbilly. It's folk msic in the
Anglo-Amencan tradition, It's essennial for
msictans o knew thar.”

Last year. the Bristol recordings, over
120 m all, were collected and released on a
G box set. Entitled The Bristol Sessions,
1927- 1928 The Big Bang of Connery Mu-
sic and released by Germany's Bear Family
Records, this box set features stnkmgly
clear digital remastenngs of the ongnal
T8s a5 well as a detaled interpretive book,
The box set was reviewed widely and
recently received rwo Grammy Award
nominatons (“Best Flissoncal Album™ and
“Best Album MNotes™).

In the wterest of full disclosare, 1
should confiess that | helped produce this
project — it was a logical next step for me
after the 2005 publication of a book 1 co-
edited with the scholar who first researched
the Bristol Sessions, the late country music
historian Charles K Walte,

Rapid Rrver readers wall be mterested
tis ko theat the Bristol Sessions marked

only the secomd tme ever that conumercial
records were made i Appalachia — the firs
field recording session wathin the region
having occurred m Ashewille. In late Aumgust-
early September 1925, Peer (then a producer
for OFeh Reconds) set up a temporary stu-
dis in Asheville’s George Vanderbilt Hotel
and recorded such important 1920s-¢ra2 mn-
sicians s Stonemman, Whitter, Baseorm Lamar
Lunsford, Wade Ward, and Kelly Harrell.
{In the Fall of 1925, Robert W. Gordon of
the Library of Congress travelled 1o Appala-
chia to make noncommercial doctimentary
cylinder recordings of regonal music, )

The 1dea of transporting record-
ing eqipment to Appalachia was a shafi
from previouns practice {formerdy, record
companies had depended npon musicians
leaving the mountains o make records in
arge Southern cities or up North), The
Bristol Sessions recordings of 1927-1928,
though, were dramatically soperor o
those made at the 1925 Asheville Sessions.
Whereas the Asheville Sessions emphoyed
low-fidehity horn microphones, the Bristol
Sessions wtilized the newly introduced
clectronic carbon microphone system,
which permitted the capturing of 2 fuller
dynamic range of sound.

By utilizing state-of-the-art echnology
arid by “discovenng” stellar talent whose
fisic wis integral to the funire evolution
of Amencan nmesic, the Bristol Sessions are
remembered today s the most sigmificant
documentation of Appalachian music from
the early years of recorded sound.

Short Stortes of lames Still [University Press

of Hentucky, 2012). His axperiomces a5 o post
and masiclan are discussed on www. windpah.
com. ook reathingimdarknsss. im
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Poess wilio wourld like for dher pocay so be
corssdered for a firnre cofiernn mray seend deir
housks and mannscripss o Ted Oon, ETSU, Box
TR0, folueson Crry, TIN 37614, Please fnchade
congact fiormmamon ansd a SASE wach subrgodons.
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