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Figure 6. Small Sink. A small sink along with some of the plumbing (to the upper left), and 

darker colored wood trimming (in between the two walls). 

 

The stairs, which were designed to also be a storage unit, were put inside so that there 

was a way to get to the second floor. After everything in the home was close to being finished, 

then the installation of the water system and the solar panels began. This process took longer 
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than expected, so the tiny home was not actually finished on that intended Sunday. It was 

finished on Tuesday instead, after the home was inspected for safety and traveling standards.  

 

Figure 7. Customized Stairs with Storage. The wooden stairs, especially designed to have a 

storage unit (on the left side) lead to the loft area. 
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Figure 8. Loft Area. The loft area is sized for a queen-sized bed. 
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Figure 9. View from Main Loft. A view of the main floor and a smaller loft for storage. 

 

Process of Design in SketchUp 

The purpose of adding the SketchUp model and was not for the model to be used in any 

way to build a real tiny home. The purpose of the SketchUp model was mainly for learning 

purposes so that the researcher could learn the difference between modeling a regular sized home 

and a tiny home. By adding the screenshots, the reader can also come to see and understand what 

a tiny home looks like and how it differs from a regular home. 
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Figure 10. SketchUp Trailer Model. An 8'x24' trailer to be used for a tiny home. 

 

Above is the picture of an 8’x24’ trailer, much like the ones used for actual tiny home 

construction. Trailers like these can provide mobility to a tiny home. Since many places do not 

offer lots to park or keep a tiny home for long, sometimes it is necessary to move the unit as fast 

as possible. When a suitable spot is found for the tiny home then it is jacked onto placed to keep 

it level with the ground. Mobile tiny homes also come in use if traveling is the main purpose of 

the home.  
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Figure 11.  Framing on the Trailer. 

 

 Plywood panels for flooring come in different sizes, but a common size is the 4’x8’, 

which was used in SketchUp and placed on top of the trailer. This was then followed by the 

framing for the walls using 2x6 studs. There were also spaces provided for the windows and the 

door.  
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Figure 12. Close-up of Window Section. A section of the frame for the wall where a window 

will be placed. 

 

In this close-up there is a good view of the head trimmer (the horizontal piece at the top 

of the square spacing left for the window). The double studs provide extra support for the weight 

that it will have once the window is installed. On the outside, there is exterior sheathing that 

helps protect against the outside elements. Insulation is typically placed in between the stud 

spaces at this point in the project.  
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Figure 13. Interior and Exterior Sheathing. The entire tiny home from the outside with the 

sheathing. 

 

After the insulation is put in between the studs, then the interior sheathing is placed. The 

picture above shows how a real tiny home would look like with both exterior and interior 

sheathing in place.  
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Figure 14. Adding Siding and Paneling. Once the interior and exterior sheathing are done, 

flooring tiles, and paneling are placed.  
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Figure 15. Siding. In the process of adding the vinyl-type siding on the outside of the tiny home. 

 

 


