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DEPARTMENT of Evaluating the effectiveness of using Thiel soft embalmed donors

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES to teach the female pelvic exam to medical students.

Quillen College of Medicine

EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY Patterson AK, LaRocque AR, Holt AG, Grubbs HC, Schreck AM, Becker RM, Abercrombie CL

mannequin.

Conclusions

Introduction

* At the Quillen College of Medicine, first year
medical students are taught how to perform
the female pelvic exam as part of the
“Introduction to Physical Exam” course.

« Students agreed that high-fidelity soft
embalmed models provided a more realistic
approach to learning the female pelvic exam.

« After learning the female pelvic exam
technique on high-fidelity soft embalmed
models, students felt more confident in their
exam skills and the ability to perform the exam
in a clinical setting.

* Our previous research has found that students
who participated in our optional training
sessions feel more confident and report a
higher level of perceived transferability to live
patients when learning the pelvic exam on soft
embalmed donors in comparison to low-fidelity
mannequins.

« Students agreed that this method of teaching
helped them to retain their knowledge on
pelvic exam technique.

*  We hypothesized that incorporating soft
embalmed donors into the curriculum of first
year medical students will accomplish the
following:

*  We look forward to following this cohort of
students to see if this retention of knowledge
persists into their third year of medical school

* Make this teaching method available when they begin performing this exam on live

to all first year medical students patients.
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throughout their medical school career to g  Disagree
assess long term retention.
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