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HIHUTES OF THE FACULTY SENATE NEETIIIIJ 
llpril :Z, lttD 

(Inforaal lleeting) 

CALL TO alOER 
Lacking a quoni■, Dr. Hugh !.■Follette,- President of the Faculty Senate, 

suggested at 3:40 p.■• that thoM present inf"or■ally discuss the ■atter of •pius 
and Hinus Grades• (included in the ■ailout for this ■eeting). A;ree■ent to 
dixuss this t.c,pic ,... indicated by an e,cpression of interest by several 
senators. 

ANNOUIICEIIEIITS 
Dr. Bill Fisher co■■ented on (1) ■inutes of the OCtcber 14, 1'8t ■eeting of 

the Tennessee Higher Education Faculty Asselbly held at Hiddle Tennessee State 
University and (2) ■e■orandu■ (dated February 5, 1'19) fl"OII the Faculty Senate 
at Shelby state coa■unity C01.le9e to H. Arch Griffin ccnceming a •;rob 
S&tisf..:tion Survey.• COpies of both wre distributed at the ■eeting. 

1"'9C!ll rf,sn,ion· P)Y! Ind HiDYI GAffl 
Points discussed included the fol1011ing: 

1. - Uy of PlYIP fo;I ■inu;,n WHO!US YH pf rJ,nn MlY 

So■e senators expressed the opinion that only pluses should be used since 
■inuses have a ,-tive connotat.ion. Others felt that the increased accuracy 
afforded by use at both pluses and ■inuses is the ■ora iaportant factor to 
consider. 

2. Uy qt OYMdcal gcfdn 

SOie senators expressed a preference for using nuaerical grades because at 
the incnoased accuracy which is possible. Several objections were expressed 
to this ■et.hod of reporting grades, including (1) the suggestion that such 
grades are not -ropriate in sea■ subject areas d .. to the difficulty of 

• grading to this level of precision and (2) the wide variation of nu■erical 
scales which are used in various courses. 

3. Pc d cgnwc,{gn Kilt {qtfdp t.o DUNdcal PA) 

~senators ■,cpressed an interest in using pluses (and poasibly ■inuses), 
but did not agree with the follOlling conversion acale which was included in 
the aailout: 

" - 4 A- - 3.7 
Bt - 3.3 I - 3 I- - 2.7 
Ct - :Z.3 C - 2 c- - 1.7 
Dt - 1.3 D - 1 

For exuple, the suggestion was ■ade that It ■ight correspond to 3.5. 



FolloOling discussion, Dr. Lafollette asked tor suggestions as to '- this 
utter should be pursued.· There seeNd to be general agreeaent. that the question 
should be foraally considered by the Senate. Dr. Lafollette agreed to IOOrk on a 
resolution for consideration by the Senate, including suggestions tor an ad hoc 
co1111ittee (including senators as •ll u st.udent and &dainistrative 
representation) to st.udy the utter. 

ADJOURHIIElfT . 
The inforul -ting ended at 4:35 p.a. 

fr::!mm 
lob Riser 
Ji■ Plusant 
Suunne s■i t.h 
H■ rk Holland 
Scot.t. Beel< 
Hugh Lafollette 
Anne LeCroy 
Alfonso Lucero 
Charles Johnsen 
Bill Fisher 
George Granger 
H■ ry Nelson 
Brad Arbogast 
H■rgantt Hougland 
Phil Scheueraan 
S&ralyn Gold 
Gene llcCo)' 
H■ rie Tedesco 
Acbert Davidson 

&Km 
C&rroll Hyder 
Lat.tie Collins 
David Close 
a.rist.■ Hungat.e - ex 
Colin But.er 
Edwin Willi■• 
IC&t.ie OUM 
Chris Ayres 
Ernest Bentley - ex 
Charles Besada 
Bill C&lll)bell 
Bob Acuff - ex 
SUe l1cCoy - ex 
·cart< Gillett. 
Willia■ stone 
C&rol Gordon 
Yi,vini.a Ada• 

Aasetlary """'" Deborah Fortune 
Richard Vel'hegge 

0l&nQes in the 4 point grading acale 

"At the last Net1ng w dlscu!Jaed poaible c:hanQes 1n the four 
po1nt gradJ.ng scale. -wr, since tlwre 111&S no quonJa, w could 
not take any acdon on the pn:p:,ul. This 1s an att.eapt to 
SU&a&riu the Mt1U of that di:,,;uuion. 

The Faculty Senate is convinoed that the current four point grading scale 
 --: does ·not .per■it- .-facul'ty-to ll&ke·ac:pJ"0Pri:at.e distinct.ions 1n grades. For 

inst.■nce, it i■ unfair to give the sa• grade to a st.udent who barely ■isaes an 
A and to another who barely ude a a. 

Alt.hough ,.. are convinced • need to study the grading scale, • are not 
certain if and '- it should be altered. Therefore, ,.. hereby appoint an ad hoc 
CONittae to study the ■attar and offer its findings to the Suate early next 
fall. The co■■ittae shall include four Senators, tlOO ■eabers ai,point.ed by the 

.. . Student Govem■ent . Associ■t.ion, and one •■ber appointed by Ac&dellic Council. 

·::.
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