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Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Meeting Notes 
October 23, 2019 
 
Members present Rhonda Brodrick, Michelle Chandley, Shirley Cherry, Jason Davis, 
Tom Donohoe, Julie Fox-Horton, Casey Gardner, Don Good, Marsh Grube, Dana 
Harrison, LaDonna Hutchins, Myra Jones, Scott Koterbay, Teresa Brooks-Taylor, Arpita 
Nandi, Evelyn Roach, Kimberly Sell, Melissa Shafer, Jennifer Young 
 
Members absent Tony Pittarese (travel) 
 
Guests present Jane Broderick, Katrina Heil 
 
The UCC meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. by Shirley Cherry.   
 
Old Business: 
 
Kim Sell moved to approve the October 9, 2019 minutes.  Julie Fox-Horton seconded.  
The motion passed with Shirley Cherry, Jason Davis, Teresa Brooks-Taylor, and 
Jennifer Young abstaining. 
 
New Business 
 
- Establish Minor – Minor in Allied Health 
Shirley Cherry provided an overview of the proposal for the 18-credit minor.  Potential 
students in Dental Hygiene, Cardiopulmonary Science, and Radiologic Science often 
must reapply for admission due to the competitive admission process.  While waiting to 
reapply, the students often work toward a minor; they have expressed interest in an 
Allied Health minor.  The proposal stipulates only one course can overlap between the 
major and minor curriculums. 
 
Recommendations: 

• Academic Justification – specify the names of the 3 programs in parenthesis after 
undergraduate programs of study (done) 

• Discussion related to ALHE 4080 Leadership Capstone – Why is a capstone 
course listed for the minor?  Shirley Cherry explained the department wanted to 
leave students in dental hygiene students with an option to take ALHE 4070 
Leadership in Allied Health then follow this with ALHE 4080 Leadership 
Capstone; it is unlikely the Cardiopulmonary or Radiologic students will pursue 
the capstone course as an option  

 
Primary Reviewers Scott Koterbay and Julie Fox-Horton had no additional comments 
related to the proposal.  UCC members had no further comments/questions.  
 
Kim Sell motioned to approve the proposal with the edits completed during the meeting.  
Jason Davis seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   



- ECED 3170 History and Theory of Early Childhood Emergent Inquiry 
Jane Broderick provided an overview of the proposed course which focuses on the 
philosophy and theory for childhood emergent inquiry. 
 
Snapshot: 

• Academic Justification – needs to explain why this course is needed in the 
curriculum; if it is in response to a recommendation from an accrediting 
organization this should be stated in the justification 

• Course Identifiers: Subject – change to Early Childhood Education (done) 
 
Syllabus: 

• Academic Purpose and Goals – There is repetition in the goals.  Move the last 
goal to first place then make goals more specific to the department 

• Learning Outcomes 
o Outcome 1 – Needs to be more specific; consider adding “in early childhood” 

to the end of the goal 
o Outcomes 2 and 4 – Restate so these are more generalizable 

• Assignments 
o Lack rigor to meet a 3000 level, 3 credit course; need to add assignments or 

make current assignments more substantive 
o Make sure there is no overlap between assignments for ECED 3170 and 

ECED 4170 
 

Confirmation from Primary Reviewers Michelle Chandley and Scott Koterbay 
 Course adds value to the education department and university 

Learning outcomes were evaluated to be of appropriate rigor for a 3000-level 
course 
Course is appropriate at 3000 level 
Credit hours are appropriate at 3 

 
 
Similar revisions are needed for the other course proposals from Early Childhood 
Education: 
 

• ECED 3180 Observing with Intention from an Emergent Inquiry Perspective 
• ECED 3190 Understanding, Creating, and Using Documentation from an 

Emergent Inquiry Perspective 
• ECED 4170 Reggio Inspired Early Learning Environments 
• ECED 4180 Working With Families and the Community from an Emergent 

Inquiry Perspective 
• ECED 4190 Multi-Symbolic Representation with Young Children 

 
UCC members assigned to review the courses provided feedback to the originator by e-
mail prior to the meeting.  Discussion of individual courses was suspended.  The 
proposals will be returned to the Jane Broderick for revision based on this feedback. 
 



- Establish Minor – Early Childhood Emergent Inquiry 
Jane Broderick provided an overview of the proposed minor which includes 6 courses 
focused on emergent inquiry, a highly recognized topic within the discipline.  There is 
regional and national interest in pursuing this minor at ETSU. 
 
Recommendations: 

• Instructional Delivery Mode – Myra Jones stated the fully online (web) 
designation is problematic because the process to notify THEC and receive 
authorization for a fully online program has not been completed.  The originator 
was directed to work with Myra Jones to complete the notification/authorization 
process. 

• Academic Justification 
o Move the first paragraph to consequences 
o Delete the final paragraph – it is redundant 
o Remove “fully online” wording related to the minor 

• The originator was asked whether lack of flexibility in terms of 6 specific courses 
composing the minor might create problems (i.e., backlog of students/delay in 
graduation if courses are not taught on a regular basis).  Jane Broderick did not 
think this would be an issue. 

 
Motion for the 6 ECED course and ECED Minor proposals:  Jason Davis moved to 
return the proposals to the originator for revision.  The proposals will return to the 
committee for 2nd review.  Scott Koterbay seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Shirley Cherry will e-mail Tony Pittarese about returning the ECED proposals to the 
originator for revision then follow-up with Jane Broderick.  At the latest, the proposals 
will be returned on Monday, October 28, when Tony Pittarese returns to campus.  Jane 
Broderick was asked to complete revisions within one week.  Once the revisions are 
completed, Dr. Grube asked UCC members to review the same proposals they were 
assigned for today’s meeting.  UCC members are to notify Dr. Grube immediately if 
there are concerns about the revised proposals.  The goal is for these proposals to 
undergo a 2nd review at the next UCC meeting on November 6. 
 
 
- SPAN 4187/5187 Hispanic Linguistics 
Katrina Heil provided an overview of the proposed course which is designed to comply 
with recommendations from external program reviewers. 
 
Confirmation from Primary Reviewers Kimberly Sell and Jason Davis 
 Proposal is well written with alignment of outcomes, objectives, and assignments.   
 Course adds value to the language department and university 
 Learning outcomes were evaluated to be of appropriate rigor for a 4000-level 

course 
 Course is appropriate at 4000 level 
 Credit hours are appropriate at 3 

 



Jason Davis motioned to approve the proposal as written.  Kim Sell seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
 
- Recommendation from the Degree Works Committee: Proposed Minor GPAs 
excluding F grade 
This item was pulled from the agenda. 
 
 
Other Discussion:  
 
Academic Council Process Change:  Use of the Consent Agenda for Some Academic 
Proposals - Marsh Grube provided an overview of the change in process which is 
designed to streamline the approval process.  
  

• Less substantive curriculum proposals will be placed on the Academic Council 
Consent Agenda.  When on this agenda, the proposal is not presented to the 
council.  Council members review the proposal then validate the action of the 
UCC.   

• If a member of Academic Council has concerns about a proposal on the consent 
agenda, the proposal is moved to the full agenda with a presentation required.   

• Substantive proposals will remain on the full agenda. 
 
What Form Do I Need? (see attached) UCC members provided feedback to Dr. Grube 
on the draft.  Any additional feedback should be e-mailed to Dr. Grube. 
 
 
 
A motion to adjourn was made at  3:40 p.m. by Scott Koterbay and seconded by Jason 
Davis.  The committee unanimously approved the motion. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rhonda Brodrick, UCC Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Approved by UCC 11/13/19 
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